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Big Year for Native 
Country
Thomas Kazik- News 
Reporter
Big things are happening for 
Native American People in 
the US.  2022 was a major 
year for Native People and 
here are some highlights 
to the year.  From politics 
to television there is a lot 
going on in native country.
2022 saw a record number 
of Native American/Alaska 
Native political candidates 
running for federal, state 
and local office positions. 
Republican Markwayne 
Mullin, a citizen of the 
Cherokee Nation in 
Oklahoma, won a seat in 
the U.S. Senate.  Democrat 
Mary Peltola, Yup’ik 
from Western Alaska, 
was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  
Democrat Sharice Davids, 
Ho-Chunk from Kansas, 
won a third term in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  
Republican Tom Cole, 
Chickasaw from Oklahoma, 
won an 11th term in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.
 In June, President Joe 
Biden nominated Chief 
Mutáwi Mutáhash (“Many 
Hearts”) Marilynn “Lynn” 
Malerba, the lifetime chief 
of the Mohegan Indian 
Tribe in Connecticut, to 
serve as U.S. treasurer. 
She now oversees the 
U.S. Mint, the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing 
Year cont on page Six:

New Career Advisor

Emily Lukacs, is excited 
to join the Education De-
partment as Career Advi-
sor. During the work week, 
Emily is here to assist in-
dividuals who come to the 
Konkapot Lodge and the 
Tribal Information Center; 
this assistance looks differ-
ent for everyone and can 
range from opening a com-
puter station for indepen-
dent use, to identifying and 
working to overcome bar-
riers, or plan a successful 
path for a career. These op-
portunities are open to any 
individual, youth or adult, 
as she is here to support 
the community. 

With a background in ca-
reer services, specializing 
in disability awareness and 
overcoming barriers, Emily 
got her start at Ripon Col-
lege studying Psychology, 
Sociology, and Visual Arts. 
After graduation, Emily was 
able to work with youth and 
adults in several 
Emily cont on page Six:

Helping Veterans 

Thomas Kazik- News 
Reporter
On February 9th Governor 
Tony Evers announced 
his 2023-25 budget will 
include several innovative 
proposals to serve 
Wisconsin’s veterans, 
building upon previous 
investments funded by 
federal pandemic relief aid 
based on recommendations 
from the governor’s Blue-
Ribbon Commission on 
Veteran Opportunity that 
was created in 2022. 
The governor’s initiatives 
announced today include 
funding to bolster the 
workforce at the Wisconsin 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs (OVA), support 
veteran employment, 
education, and housing 
security, and expand 
access to mental health 
services for veterans. 
continuing that good work 
in the upcoming biennial 

budget by proposing 
continued investment 
in various innovative 
initiatives to ensure the 
state is equipped to meet 
the needs of our veteran 
community and help 
them build strong, lasting 
success.
Gregg Duffek Tribal 
Veterans Service 
Officer served on this 
Commission as a Tribal 
Veteran to represent 
Tribal perspectives. He 
commented “It was an 
honor to add my input, so 
all Tribal Veterans could 
get further assistance”.
Gov. Evers and the 
Evers Administration are 
committed to ensuring 
Wisconsin veterans have 
the tools and resources 
they need to thrive in their 
civilian lives. In his 2022 
State of the State address, 
Gov. Evers announced
Vets cont on page Four:
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Dear GFS Business & Individual Donors,

Our 19th annual scholarship 
fundraising banquet is fast 
approaching.  This year 
the banquet will be held 
on Saturday, March 25, 
2023 at The Woodland 
Restaurant, in Gresham, 
with doors opening at 4:30 
p.m. for the reception and 
raffle ticket sales.  Dinner 
is at 6:00 p.m. followed by 
a short program along with 
raffles and auctions.

The raffles and auctions 
help provide the funds for 
scholarships for graduating 
seniors of the Gresham 
Community School and 
community scholarships 
for adults.  The items for 
the raffles and auctions are 
provided by the generous 
donations of businesses 
and individuals such as 
yourself. Would you be 
interested in making a 

donation to be used as a 
door prize, raffle or auction 
item?  

When you make a 
donation your name and/
or business name will be 
printed in our banquet 
program booklet.  If you 
confirm your donation by 
February 10th, your name 
will ALSO be mentioned in 
our spring newsletter.  An 
acknowledgement of your 
donation will still be printed 
in the banquet program if 
we know by March 20th.

The generosity of 
businesses and individuals 
like yourself, help to make 
each banquet successful 
and we are truly grateful 
for your support.  The 
money raised has helped 
many students continue 
their education with the 
scholarships that are 
awarded.  

If you are willing to donate 

to help this banquet be 
successful, feel free to 
contact any of the board 
members listed below.  
We will plan for pickup 
if needed.  Feel free to 
contact us if you have any 
questions.  A receipt letter 
for tax purposes will be 
provided after the banquet.  
We would also encourage 
you to attend the banquet.  
An invitation with details 
will be printed in our March 
newsletter.

Thank you - Gresham 
Scholarship Fund Board of 
Directors

Bob Klopke - call 715-787-
3386 or email at rklopke@
charter.net 
Curt Knoke - call 715-
853-3888 or email at 
curtknoke@icloud.com 

Denise Huntington - call 
715-853-7676 or email at 
bants8614@gmail.com 
Esther (Huntington) Schutt 
– call 715-304-9574 or 
email at estherschutt70@
gmail.com
Andrea Quinney - call 
715-853-8736 or email at 
aquinney@abbybank.com 
Anne Boucher – call 715-
787-3313 or email at 
amboucher27@yahoo.
com 
Jennifer Hoffman – call 
715-853-9481 or email at 
jensearch79@gmail.com
Newell Haffner – call 715-
853-1767 or email at 
haffnen@gresham.k12.
wi.us 
Adam Carroll - call 715-
851-4343 or email at 
acarroll@cityofshawano.
com
     Form is on page Four:

238+ scholarships award-
ed in the past 18 years - 
exceeding $281,500.
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VoicesVoices

Veterans Corner
203 W. Main St
Bowler, WI.  54416

715-793-4036

Gregg W. Duffek, 
Tribal Veterans Service 
Officer
Office: 715-793-4036
gregg.duffek@mohican-
nsn.gov

In the Matter of the Estate 
of Margie Reimer (DOD 
12/25/2022)

A petition has been filed 
and accepted for the 
administration of the 
estate of the decedent, 
whose date of birth was 
May 4, 1926 and the date 
of death was December 
25. 2022.  The decedent 
died domiciled within the 
original boundaries of 
the Stockbridge Munsee 
Reservation, located in 
Shawano County in the 
State of Wisconsin, with an 
address of N9083 Murphys 
Road Bowler, WI 54416. 

Creditors’ Claims must be 
filed with the Stockbridge 
Munsee Clerk of Court on 
or before March 16, 2023 
by 3:00 p.m.

The Court hearing will be 
held on Friday, March 17, 
2023 at 10:00 AM at the 

S t o c k b r i d g e - M u n s e e 
Community Tribal Court, 
N8476 Moh He Con Nuck 
Road, Bowler, WI 54416. 

Any objections may be 
raised at that time.

In the Matter of the Estate 
of Muriel Sereda (DOD 
11/07/2022)

A petition has been filed 
and accepted for the 
administration of the estate 
of the decedent, whose 
date of birth was November 
30, 1945 and the date of 
death was November 7. 
2022.  

The decedent died 
domiciled within the 
original boundaries of 
the Stockbridge Munsee 
Reservation, located in 
Shawano County in the 
State of Wisconsin, with 
an address of N8624 Oak 
Street Bowler, WI 54416. 

Creditors’ Claims must be 
filed with the Stockbridge 
Munsee Clerk of Court on 
or before March 16, 2023 
by 3:00 p.m.

The Court hearing will be 
held on Friday, March 
17, 2023 at 11:00 AM at 
the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community Tribal Court, 
N8476 Moh He Con Nuck 
Road, Bowler, WI 54416. 
Any objections may be 
raised at that time.

Lutheran Church of the Wilderness
There will be a presentation on March 11, 2023 at 1pm 
at the Church of the Wilderness on the topic of Law of 
Discovery. Dr. George Tinker and Steven Newcomb will 
be leading the presentation(s). This presentation is open 
to the public and all are encouraged to attend.

Special invitation from the Historical Committee:

Historical Committee meetings are the third Wednesday 
of the month at 12 pm at Arvid E. Miller Library/ Museum 
N8510 Moh He Con Nuck Rd. Bowler, WI and are open 
to Tribal members.

February 22, 2023

March15, 2023

April 19th, 2023

Oneewe, 
JoAnn Schedler

CORRECTION:
In the article on Sachems in the last issue 
of the Mohican News, I forgot to include 
Wallace Miller’s term as President in 2013. 
Jeff Vele - Editor
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On the Trail HomeEldersElders

Harvey Leslie Kroening

Harvey Leslie Kroening, 
age 87 of Stockbridge-
Munsee passed away 
February 15, 2023 at his 
home, surrounded by his 
children. Harvey was born 
August 23, 1935, he was 
the son of the late Alex 
and Julia (Lang) Kroening. 
Harvey was born in Tilleda 
at home. He grew up in 
Tilleda, and Marion on the 
Deick Farm. June 22, 1957, 
united in marriage to Linda 
Lee Miller, at the Lutheran 
Church of the Wilderness. 
Linda proceeded him in 
death on June 10, 2004. 
After marriage Harvey and 
Linda resided in Shawano, 
Clintonville and Clover 
Leaf Lakes until moving 
to Stockbridge-Munsee in 
1971. Some of the things 
Harvey enjoyed were 
riding motorcycle, playing 
cards and family oriented 
activities. He was also 
skilled in doing mechanics, 
auto body and a painter. 
Harvey worked at FWD- 
Seagrave for many years 
before retiring. 

Harvey is survived by his 
sister, Pearl Plauster, 101 
years young of Marion; four 
children, Lai Lonnie (Marty) 
Kosowski of Stockbridge, 
Craig (Rhondalyn) 
Kroening of Stockbridge, 
LaNette Kroening of 
Stockbridge, LaVonne 
Kroening of Stockbridge 
and Carol Kroening; 17 
grandchildren; 49 great-
grandchildren; 11 great-
great-grandchildren; and 
siblings, Sheila, Leah, Dick 
(Pat), Tammy (Squirt), Carl 
(Nita), Kristy (Randy), Molly 
(Lloyd), Jimbo (April). 

He was welcomed home in 
heaven by his wife, Linda. 
Along with his parents, 
Alex and Julia Kroening; 
his siblings, Alex, Marvin, 
Opal, Faye, Bernice and 
Arvid, Oscar, Alfred, Babe, 
Julie, Hank, Jerry, Doats, 
Matt, Martin and Melvin; 
his son, Leslie; and 2 great-
grandchildren LaRenz and 
Nyasia. 

Funeral service for Harvey 
was held on Saturday, 
February 18, 2023, at the 
Lutheran Church of the 
Wilderness with Pastor 
Paul Johnson officiating. 
Visitation was held at 
the church on Saturday, 
February 18, 2023 until 
the time of service. Burial 
will be in the Stockbridge 
Burial Grounds. Military 
honors will be conducted 
by the Gresham American 
Legion Post 390. 
www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Gresham Scholarship Fund
19th Annual Banquet

Saturday   March 25th, 2023
The Woodland Restaurant

Gresham, Wisconsin
Time: 4:30 P.M. Reception and Raffle Ticket Sales

 6:00 P.M. Dinner
Program: Michelle Carstensen - Gresham HS Graduate

    (Class of 1992)

Please check one of the following:

  Table Sponsorship
($700 total includes $350 for table of eight and $350 

for sponsorship).  Sponsorships received 
by March 19th will be listed in the program.

     $350 Table of eight
     $80 per Couple
     $40 Single
    $25 I would like to sponsor a graduate’s 
Banquet meal.
  I am unable to attend but would like to 

make a donation of $   
Name:        

Company:        

Mailing Address:       

Address (cont.):      

Telephone:    __________
 

Reservations are on a first come first served basis.
Reservations received by March 15th will be mailed,

those received after that date will be held at the door.

Tickets for the event WILL NOTWILL NOT be available at the 
door;

you must have a paid reservation by March 20th.

Make checks payable to Gresham Scholarship Fund 
and mail to:

 
   Gresham Scholarship Fund Banquet
    P.O. Box 102
    Gresham WI, 54128

Any questions - please contact: Bob Klopke (715) 787-
3386

           Purchased/Referred Care                
Please acknowledge that receiving a referral from a 
provider at the Stockbridge-Munsee Health & Wellness 
Center does not conclude that it will be paid for by 
Purchased/Referred Care. You are required to see PRC 
staff to make sure you are eligible for PRC, and to sign 
your referral prior to your scheduled appointment. per 
PRC Policy #202PRC0002.
PRC Staff: Kasha Coyhis PRC Manager 715-793-5011
  Ronni James PRC Assistant 715-793-5010
  CJ Komanekin PRC Assistant 715-793-3015
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Vets cont from page One:
that he would be signing an 
executive order creating a 
Blue-Ribbon Commission 
on Veteran Opportunity, to 
develop new, innovative 
initiatives to support the 
more than 300,000 veterans 
who live in Wisconsin. 
Shortly thereafter, Gov. 
Evers signed Executive 
Order #157 to create the 
Commission and charged 
the Commission with 
identifying gaps in existing 
services, investment, 
and reducing barriers 
to economic security, 
including efforts to expand 
access to higher education 
and job training, address 
housing insecurity, and 
increase mental and 
behavioral health support 
and substance use disorder 
treatment.
Gov. Evers’ Blue Ribbon 
Commission gathered 
input from stakeholders, 
conducted listening 
sessions, consulted 
experts. They built 
sound and innovative 
recommendations to 
build a better Wisconsin 
for veterans. Following 
the release of the 
Commission’s final report 
in September 2022 and 
based on the Commission’s 
recommendations, Gov. 
Evers announced a $10 
million investment, funded 
through the American 
Rescue Plan Act, in 
veteran services across 
the state. This investment 
included: $4.5 million to 
support veteran mental 
health initiatives, including 
supporting community-
based programs, 
increasing access to 
emergency services, and 
investing in peer support 
programs. $2 million to 
create a rental assistance 
program for homeless 
veterans. This was also 
a recommendation from 
the Interagency Council 
on Homelessness’ 
“Welcoming Wisconsin 
Home” report. An 
additional $1.5 million for 

the Veterans Outreach 
and Recovery Program 
(VORP), which provides 
case management and 
support to veterans and 
connects veterans to 
community services, 
including substance 
use treatment, housing, 
education, and mental 
healthcare. This investment 
is intended to fund seven 
additional positions to 
serve veterans across the 
state. An additional $1.5 
million for county veteran 
services offices (CVSOs) 
and Tribal veterans service 
offices (TVSOs), which 
help veterans connect 
to benefits, preventative 
programming, and family 
engagement activities. 
The funding will increase 
allocations to CVSOs and 
TVSOs by 100 percent, 
ensure TVSO payments 
are not being prorated, 
and increase payments 
to part-time CVSOs. An 
additional $500,000 for the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Workforce Developments’ 
Hire Heroes Program, 
which provides services to 
veterans with high barriers 
to employment and 
reimburses employers for 
certain costs when hiring 
veteran employees.
To ensure the current and 
future needs of Wisconsin 
veterans are evaluated and 
that DVA can be responsive 
to changing demands, 
the governor is proposing 
the following through his 
2023-25 budget: Providing 
$500,000 general purpose 
revenue (GPR) to DVA 
to evaluate post-9/11 
veteran needs arising from 
the increase in multiple 
deployments, higher 
survival rates, and longer-
term use of skilled nursing. 
Requiring DVA to explore 
expansion opportunities 
at all existing sites of 
the Veterans Housing 
and Recovery Program. 
Providing funding to DVA 
to create a master plan 
for the campus of the 
State Veterans Home at 

King to assess the current 
status of the campus 
and how the campus can 
serve veterans. Providing 
funding to the state 
veterans homes to address 
their ongoing needs so that 
each home has adequate 
resources to provide the 
best possible care to the 
most vulnerable veterans 
in Wisconsin. Supporting 
the continuation of pilot 
add-ons to address critical 
recruitment and retention 
needs at DVA by providing 
$6.7 million in non-GPR 
funding to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to 
support add-ons for several 
nursing classifications.
Gov. Evers remains 
committed to meeting 
Wisconsin veterans where 
they are and making 
sure they’re aware of the 
services they’re entitled to, 
whether it’s mental health 
access, preventative 
programming, family 
engagement, or education 
benefits through: Doubling 
the amount of funding to 
County and Tribal Veterans 
Services Offices (CVSOs 
and TVSOs) by providing 
$843,600 annually for 
CVSOs and $253,000 
annually for TVSOs. 
CVSOs and TVSOs play 
a vital role in connecting 
veterans to needed 
services. Providing $2.8 
million ($1.2 million in fiscal 
year 24 and $1.6 million in 
fiscal year 25) to enable 
University of Wisconsin 
System campuses to 
provide services tailored 
to veterans, military 
personnel, and their 
families, including achieving 
the recommended School 
Certifying Officer (SCO) 
staffing level of one SCO 
for every 200 GI Bill-eligible 
students or otherwise 
improving or expanding 
services and supports 
for veteran and military 
personnel students. 
Providing $450,000 GPR 
in each year as state 
support for the peer-run 
respite center for veterans 

to ensure the center 
has a reliable, ongoing 
funding source. Providing 
7.0 FTE SEG positions 
and $957,200 SEG over 
the biennium to expand 
the Veterans Outreach 
and Recovery Program, 
which provides outreach 
mental health services and 
support to veterans who 
may have a mental health 
condition or substance 
use disorder. The goal of 
the program is to reduce 
the suicide rate among 
veterans and to provide 
veterans access to mental 
health supports, housing, 
and other services.
Gov. Evers is also investing 
in further securing the 
ability of Wisconsin 
veterans to have access to 
the services and devices 
they need post-service 
by: Providing $250,000 
for a grant program to aid 
Wisconsin dog trainers in 
attaining Assistance Dog 
International accreditation, 
specifically for providing 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder training to better 
serve veterans. Expanding 
access to the Assistance 
for Needy Veterans Grant 
program by including 
medical devices as an 
allowable expense under 
the program and increasing 
the annual and lifetime 
caps for support under this 
program.
In his budget proposal, 
Gov. Evers is encouraging 
housing and employment 
stability for veterans and 
their families through tax 
credits by: Increasing 
eligibility for the Veterans 
and Surviving Spouses 
Property Tax Credit by 
extending eligibility to 
those with a disability rating 
of at least 70 percent. 
This would provide an 
additional $43.2 million 
in tax relief to claimants 
over the biennium. Further 
expanding eligibility for the 
Veterans and Surviving 
Spouses Property Tax 
Credit by offering the credit 
Vets continued on pg 12:
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and Fort Knox, home of the 
U.S. gold reserves, and is a 
key liaison with the Federal 
Reserve, America’s central 
bank.
President Joe Biden 
this year reiterated 
his commitment to the 
sovereignty of Native 
American tribes, nations 
and communities. He also 
injected historic levels of 
funding into Indian Country 
and gave tribes a greater 
voice in policy and decision-
making.  Wisconsin’s State-
Tribal Relations special 
committee unanimously 
voted to advance a bill that 
would update a 1989 law 
that requires primary and 
secondary public schools 
to teach students about the 
history, culture and treaty 
rights of Wisconsin’s Native 
Americans December 13
In May, the U.S. Interior 
Department released 
the first volume of a federal 
probe into the Indian 
boarding school program. 
Ordered by Secretary Deb 
Haaland, a citizen of the 
Laguna Pueblo in New 
Mexico, the investigation 
found that between 1819 
and 1969, the federal 
government “operated or 
supported” 408 boarding 
schools in 37 states or 
former territories, including 
21 in Alaska and seven in 
Hawaii. The report counted 
500 student deaths and 
discovered graves at 53 
schools; those numbers 
are expected to rise as 
the probe continues. The 
report recommended 
further research into 
federal boarding school 

abuses, investigations into 
tribal health disparities and 
support for Indigenous 
language revitalization 
programs. In November, 
Secretary Haaland 
signed Secretarial Order 
3404, declaring “squaw,” 
a historic term for Native 
American women, to be 
derogatory and setting up 
a task force to remove the 
word from 650 geographic 
features across the 
U.S.  Throughout the 
year, the department 
consulted with almost 70 
tribes and announced in 
September an agreement 
on new names.
Natives in 2022 took to 
the big screen in big fash-
ion.  2022 saw Season 2 
of Reservation Dogs, The 
first TV series ever to fea-
ture all-Indigenous writers 
and directors and an al-
most entirely North Ameri-
can Indigenous cast, it 
won an impressive number 
of awards. Dark Winds, a 
crime drama set in the Na-
vajo Nation and starring 
veteran Lakota actor Zahn 
McClarnon, was shot at 
the first Indigenous-owned 
film studio in New Mexico.  
The summer film hit Prey, a 
prequel to Disney’s Preda-
tor series, starred a most-
ly Native American cast 
and was released in Eng-
lish and Comanche lan-
guage versions. All these 
big steps for native people 
in 2022 are setting up for 
big thing in 2023, like the 
release of Marvel’s Echo, 
starring Stockbridge-Mun-
see/Menominee actress 
Alaqua Cox.  

PURCHASED/REFERRED CARE    
Reminder!!!

If you receive emergency room care, you must call the 
ER notification line at 1-877-898-4154 within 72 hours 
or 30 days for elders or disabled with the following 
information:

1. Patient name
2. Name of hospital 
3. Date of service 
4. Reason for visit
5. Ambulance, if applicable
6. Additional information

Thank You, 
PRC Staff

Emily cont from pg One:
employment and educa-
tional settings, allowing the 
opportunity to understand 
that each person and situ-
ation is different (and pro-
vide manageable options 
for those individuals to 
choose how to begin mov-
ing toward more positive 
futures). 

Though Emily loves work-
ing with people, it is the 
community building aspect 
that Emily is so passionate 
about. With that, Emily and 
her husband Josh Jensen 
(from the Environmental 
Department), have built 
their own small business, 
Crappie Junction, focused 
on building community in 
the fishing and angling 
world. Crappie Junction 
can be found on Facebook, 
YouTube, and many of your 
favorite social media plat-
forms. This online space 
allows for outreach such as 

fishing or ice condition re-
ports, teaching techniques, 
or even sharing new prod-
ucts. Throughout the year, 
they partner with compa-
nies and brands from the 
fishing world to participate 
in fishing events and expos 
where they get to meet with 
and interview some of the 
top anglers in the sport. In 
addition to the events and 
outreach, Emily and Josh 
host weekly podcasts to 
connect with other anglers 
and share throughout the 
fishing world. 

After recently moving from 
Clintonville to Antigo, Em-
ily and Josh find the local 
waterways to be fabulous 
angling opportunities, and 
they are usually with their 
pup, Finn Dog. When they 
are not on the water, they 
also enjoy gardening, land-
scaping with native plants, 
and beekeeping. 

 
Did You Know? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Teaching Children & Supporting Families 
For over     Years!! 

 
 

Enroll Your Child                     to Be a Part of the   
 2024-2025 

SCHOOL YEAR 

 

50 

Call:  715-793-4993 

Stockbridge-Munsee Head Start can be traced 
back to the 1960’s as a summer start up 

program?! AND, this community’s Head Start 
program received their first center license in 1973! 
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Mohican Education and Career Services 
W12635 County Rd A 

Bowler, WI 54416 
Phone: 715-793-4353 

Fax: 715-253-2436 
Monday - Friday 8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

1  
 
 

2 3 4 

5 6 
 
 
 
 

 
 10:00am – 12:00pm 

7 
 

Resume Gig 
10am-11am 

8 
 

9  
 

Interview Tips 
10am-11am 

 

10 11 

12 13 
 

Interview Tips 
1:00pm-2:00pm 

 

14  
 
 

15  
 

Resume Gig 
1:00pm-2:00pm 

16  
 
 

17 18 

19 20 
 

Stockbridge Day 
 
OFFICES CLOSED 

21 
 

Resume Gig 
10am-11am 

22 23 
 

Interview Tips 
10am-11am 

 

24 25 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Book on Olympic Gold Medalist Billy 
Mills’ Story to be published Summer of 2024
Co-founder and National 
Spokesperson of Running 
Strong for American 
Indian Youth®, Olympic 
gold medalist Billy Mills, is 
teaming up with renowned 
children’s book creators, 
author Donna Janell 
Bowman and Lakota artist 
S.D. Nelson, to publish an 
autobiographical picture 
book. 
The book will recount Billy’s 
experiences as an Oglala 
Lakota child growing 
up orphaned on South 
Dakota’s Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation and the events 
leading up to his dream of 
winning an Olympic Gold 

medal in the 10,000-meter 
(6.2 miles) race at the 1964 
Tokyo Games. 
Billy overcame extreme 
poverty growing up in 
the 1940s and 50s on 
the reservation. Later he 
faced debilitating health 
challenges and racism 
as an All-American long-
distance runner at the 
University of Kansas. 
Determination and Lakota 
virtues fueled his historic 
gold medal win, which is 
often considered one of 
the most thrilling upsets in 
Olympic history. As part of 
his traditional Giveaway, 
      Mills cont on page 15:

EducationEducation



Wishing for Warmer Weather



Wishing for Warmer Weather
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CommunityCommunity

Tribal College Celebrates Menominee 
Restoration Through Education 
KESHENA, Wisc. – The 
College of Menominee 
Nation (CMN) will celebrate 
its 30th anniversary with the 
theme of Restoring Nations 
Through Education, 
highlighting significant 
milestones in its history.
The college’s anniversary 
coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of the 
Menominee Restoration 
Act of 1973, which reversed 
an earlier act of Congress 
to terminate Menominee’s 
status as a federally 
recognized tribe. CMN’s 
President Christopher 
Caldwell says the college 
has a mission and tradition 
of advancing restoration 
through its degree and 
certificate programs.
“Both anniversaries are 
significant to our college’s 
work to restore our 
sovereignty and traditional 
culture,” said Caldwell. “We 
will reflect on the impact of 
tribal termination policies 
and celebrate the progress 
of restoration over the past 
half-century. The creation 
of tribal colleges and 
universities, particularly 
CMN, is a powerful 
expression of sovereignty 
and self-determination.”
The college will host 
various events over the 
next year to recognize its 
extraordinary history and 
achievements.
Termination of the 
Menominee

In 1961, the United 
States terminated the 
Menominee Indian Tribe 
of Wisconsin’s status as a 
federally recognized tribe. 
The federal government 
rescinded the trust status 
of the land, which became 
a county land of Wisconsin, 
and cut off federal funds for 
essential services.
Extreme poverty and social 
disorder forced the Tribe 
to sell a sizable portion 
of the land it retained to 
help the people through 
a tough time. When the 
Menominee learned of the 
plans for an artificial lake 
and luxury homes for non-
Indians, they aggressively 
protested the project.   
In 1972, the Determination 
of Rights and Unity for 
Menominee Stockholders 
(DRUMS) blocked the 
project, a massive victory 
that ignited the movement to 
restore federal recognition 
and the sovereign status 
of the Tribe. In a timely 
opportunity, DRUMS 
successfully lobbied the 
U.S. Congress to pass an 
act to restore Menominee’s 
status as a federally 
recognized tribe. President 
Richard M. Nixon, known 
to be sympathetic to 
Native American interests, 
signed the Menominee 
Restoration Act into law in 
December 1973.
Restoring Nations Through 
Education

For the past 50 years, the 
Menominee have made 
considerable progress in 
undoing the negative impact 
of federal termination 
efforts, including 
establishing the College 
of the Menominee Nation. 
Dr. Verna Fowler, a former 
member of the Menominee 
Restoration Committee, 
which implemented the 
Restoration Act, began 
instructing the first classes 
in the basement of her 
home in January 1993.
Since then, the college 
campus has grown, 
occupying 46-acre on the 
Menominee reservation 
with a satellite campus in 
Green Bay. It has become 
a driving force for restoring 
the culture, economy, 
and overall health of the 
Menominee Indian Tribe 
and other tribal nations 
whose students attend and 
graduate from CMN.
For the Menominee, 
restoration is about the 
livelihood of the people 
who depend on sustaining 
the surrounding forest 
lands and ecosystem. This 
unique relationship is a 
primary focus of CMN’s 

Sustainable Development 
Institute (SDI) where 
Caldwell served as the 
director before becoming 
president in 2021. 
A large part of his research 
at SDI concentrated on the 
impact of climate change 
on Indigenous language 
revitalization efforts. He 
says that the Menominee 
language and culture 
contain the understanding 
and values for sustaining 
forest health.
“Menominee’s culture 
and language are rooted 
in our relationship 
with the environment,” 
he explained. “The 
Menominee language 
is currently a highly 
endangered language 
with only a small handful 
of fluent speakers left. 
Therefore, the impacts of 
climate change threaten 
not only our forested home 
but also our knowledge 
expressed through 
language and culture.”
 
For more information 
about the College of the 
Menominee Nation, visit 
www.menominee.edu.
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The American Indian Quitline offers free 
medications and culturally tailored support 
to help you quit commercial tobacco. 
Connect with a dedicated quit coach 
today, and get back to a healthy, sacred 
relationship with tobacco.

TOBACCO OFFERING
KEEP OUR TRADITION SAFE. QUIT COMMERCIAL TOBACCO.

IS AN

—--–––−–-–-−–-–-−-––-−-–--
CALL 1-888-7AI-QUIT (724-7848) 
OR TEXT READY TO 200-400

Meaningful conversations can have a big impact when it comes to preventing underage drinking and 
substance use. And it starts with you! Your influence is more powerful than you think — so start talking 
with a child in your life and help protect their story.  

Help protect it with small talks about alcohol and other substances.

You play 
a role in 
a great 
story.

ProtectOurStory.org 
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DirectivesDirectives

On Tuesday, February 7th, 
2023, the Stockbridge-
Munsee Tribal Council 
held a Regular Tribal 
Council Meeting and at 
that time the following 
actions were taken:
Roll Call:
Shannon Holsey;   Present
Craig Kroening Jr.; Present
Sara Putnam;     Present
Joe Miller:      Present

OPEN AGENDA-
MEETING MINUTES-
Motion by Joe Miller to 
approve January 17th, 
2023, Regular Tribal 
Council Meeting Minutes. 
Seconded by Randall 
Wollenhaup. Motion 
carried.
Motion by Joe Miller to 
approve the meeting 
minutes of January 31st, 
2023, as presented. 
Seconded by Terrie K. 
Terrio.
Roll Call: Joe yes, Terrie 
yes, Sara abstains, Craig 
yes and Randall yes. 
Motion carried.
F I N A N C I A L 
STATEMENTS (for 
approval)-September 30, 
2022, and October 31, 
2022
Motion by Sara Putnam 
to approve the financial 
statements on the tribal 
side for September 30, 
2022, and October 31, 
2022. Seconded by Craig 
Kroening Jr. Motion carried.
DONATION REQUESTS-
Potawatomi Trails 
Powwow-
Motion by Joe Miller to 
approve the donation 
request for the Potawatomi 
Trails Powwow. Seconded 
by Sara Putnam. Motion 
carried.
Native Forward-Shannon 
Holsey, President
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio to 
Native Forward previously 
known as the Native 
American Scholarship 
Fund. Seconded by 
Randall Wollenhaup. 
Motion carried.
Bridge the Gap for 
Autism-Sara Putnam, 
Treasurer
Motion by Sara Putnam to 
donate as a Gold Sponsor. 
Seconded by Terrie K. 
Terrio. Motion carried.
FIRE FIGHTER GRANT 
2023-Molly Welch, Public 
Safety Administrative 
Assistant
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
to approve the request 
and apply for this money 
and to commit to the 
5% percentage share. 

Seconded by Randall 
Wollenhaup.
Roll Call: Joe yes, Terrie 
yes, Sara yes, Craig 
abstains (fire officer) 
and Randall yes. Motion 
carried.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
& SOLE SOURCE 
P U R C H A S E - 
Chris Rosenthal, 
Environmental
Motion by Joe Miller to 
approve the purchase of the 
soil screener for the SMC 
Environmental Department 
as presented. Seconded 
by Terrie K. Terrio.
Motion maker amends: to 
include the sole source. 
Second concurs. Motion 
carried.
RESOLUTION: AT&T 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s -
Pam Huck, System 
Administrator
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
to adopt resolution 021-
23, BE IT FURTHER BE 
RESOLVED, that the 
Tribal Council hereby 
grants and approves a 
limited waiver of the Tribe’s 
sovereign immunity solely 
for the limited purpose 
of enforcement of such 
documents related to 
FirstNet, including the 
resolution of disputes 
by binding arbitration or 
through the state or federal 
courts;
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, 
that the waiver of sovereign 
immunity for the Tribe is 
also limited to the terms 
and conditions set forth 
below:
1. The limited waiver of the 

Tribe’s sovereign immu-
nity is granted only to 
and for the benefit of the 
parties identified as part 
of the agreement(s) that 
the Tribe has executed 
and shall not extend to 
any other entity or per-
son.

2. The limited waiver of the 
Tribe’s sovereign im-
munity contained in this 
Resolution shall be ef-
fective only after the par-
ties’ officially designated

Directives cont on pg 13:

Jeremy Mohawk:   Absent
Terrie K. Terrio;     Present
Randall Wollenhaup Present
APPROVAL OF AGENDA-
ADD: Gaming Waiver in 
Executive Session
Donation Request: Bridge 
the Gap for Autism
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
to approve the agenda as 
modified. Seconded by Joe 
Miller. Motion carried.

Vets cont from pg Five:
to persons who otherwise 
qualify but rent instead 
of own their home. This 
proposal would provide 
approximately $10 million in 
tax relief over the biennium. 
Broadening the current 
disabled veteran-owned 
business certification within 
the Wisconsin Supplier 
Diversity Program to be a 
veteran-owned business 
certification and eliminating 
the fees associated 
with participating in 
the program. Providing 
$450,000 GPR annually 
to assist employers that 
hire veterans who are 
transitioning to civilian 
life. The funding will help 
employers provide training 
and wrap-around services 
to veterans. Creating a 
veteran rental assistance 
program funded at $1 
million GPR in each fiscal 
year.
To honor the final resting 
places of Wisconsin 

veterans, Gov. Evers is 
proposing: Funding one 
new position at each of 
the Wisconsin Veterans 
Memorial Cemeteries 
to maintain adequate 
services to those who 
qualify for internment. 
Investing $425,000 in FY24 
and $355,000 in FY25 into 
new equipment to serve 
the needs of the Wisconsin 
Veterans Memorial 
Cemeteries. Providing 
$500,000 GPR in each 
year of the biennium for 
the University of Wisconsin 
Missing-in Action Recovery 
and Identification Project 
for missions to recover and 
identify Wisconsin veterans 
who went missing during 
deployment. Establishing 
Veterans Day as a state 
holiday to commemorate 
their service. Currently 
Wisconsin is the only state 
that does not observe 
Veterans Day as a state 
holiday.

              Purchased/ Referred Care (PRC)
If you receive a referral 
from your primary care 
provider at Stockbridge-
Munsee Health and 
Wellness Center (SMHWC) 
to an outside provider, the 
referral staff will contact 
you with the details of your 
appointment. 

If you have a follow up 
appointment, please 
contact the referral 
staff with appointment 

information to have a 
referral made up.  Failure 
to get a referral for all visits 
outside of the SMHWC 
may result in denials from 
the PRC department.  

REFERRAL STAFF:

Joan Olson- Referral Case 
Manager 715-793-4102

Sarah Miller-Referral 
Specialist 715-793-5077 



MOHICAN NEWS
March 1, 2023  Page 13

Directives cont from 12:
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

have executed the 
agreement(s) and shall 
only be for the term of 
the agreement(s).

3.Nothing contained in 
this Resolution shall 
be deemed consent to 
levy of any judgment, 
lien, or attachment 
upon any property or 
interest in property of 
the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community.

4.The limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity 
granted and approved 
through this Resolution 
does not waive the 
sovereign immunity of 
any official, employee, 
member or agent of the 
Tribe.

5. Any dispute resolution 
action against the Tribe, 
as consented to through 
this limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity, shall 
be brought in the form 
and venue identified in 
the agreement(s). The 
law to be applied, if no law 
is otherwise identified, 
shall be federal law. 
Seconded by Joe Miller. 
Resolution adopted.

MAIL MACHINE 
AWARD-Linda Mohawk-
Katchenago, Tribal 
Administrator
Motion by Terrie K. 
Terrio to approve the 
award to purchase a 
postage machine to 
Office Enterprise and to 
enter into a maintenance 
agreement and meter 
rental agreement, which 
is included in this pricing. 
Seconded by Sara Putnam. 
Motion carried.
SOLE SOURCE PILOT 
CCS & LABOR-Tony 
Granquist, Interim GM
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio to 
approve Site One as a sole 
source for Field Integration 
Unit and Software, with 
controllers; and sole 
source labor to H20 
Control, LLC. Seconded by 
Craig Kroening Jr. Motion 
carried.

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE-Allen Quinney, 
Executive Director
Motion by Joe Miller 
to approve Bayland 
Buildings, Inc to white box 
the remaining suites of the 
Highway 22/29 commercial 
property. Seconded by 
Terrie K. Terrio. Motion 
carried.
A N N U A L 
COMMUNCATION TO 
GOVERNING BODY-
Andrew Miller, SMHWC 
Director
Motion by Sara Putnam 
for acknowledgement 
that SMHWC is providing 
communication to the 
Tribal Council with AAAHC. 
Seconded by Terrie K. 
Terrio. Motion carried.
STATE GRANT: Opioid 
Abatement Efforts-
Andrew Miller, SMHWC 
Director
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
approve the application 
for state grant, Opioid 
Abatement. Seconded 
by Randall Wollenhaup. 
Motion carried.
POLICY: Triage Phone 
Line Policy-Andrew 
Miller, SMHWC Director
Motion by Sara Putnam 
to approve the policy 
changes made to the 
Triage Phone Line 
policy #202NURS0040. 
Seconded by Terrie K. 
Terrio. Motion carried.
BOARD/COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES-
Land Committee-Chad 
Miller, Land Management
Motion by Joe Miller 
to accept the Land 
Committee Meeting 
Minutes of November 
17, 2022, and to approve 
the recommendations 
contained within. Seconded 
by Randall Wollenhaup. 
Motion carried.
Fish and Wildlife Board-
Sterling Schreiber Jr., 
Board Member
Motion by Joe Miller 
to accept the Fish and 
Wildlife Meeting Minutes 
from December 21, 2022. 
Seconded by Terrie K. 
Terrio. 

Roll Call: Joe yes, Terrie 
yes, Sara yes, Craig yes 
and Randall abstains. 
Motion carried.
EXECUTIVE SESSION-
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio to 
go into Executive Session. 
Seconded by Randall 
Wollenhaup. Motion 
carried at 6:10 PM.
Motion by Craig Kroening 
Jr. to come out of Executive 
Session. Seconded by 
Randall Wollenhaup. 
Motion carried at 6:22 PM.
While in Executive Session 
discussion was held on a 
Tribal Member Request, 
Elderly Hardship Request, 
Contract and Gaming 
Waiver.
Motion by Randall 
Wollenhaup to approve 
the contract that was 
discussed in Executive 
Session. Seconded by 
Craig Kroening Jr. Motion 
carried.
Motion by Craig 
Kroening Jr. to waive the 
employment waiting period 
as discussed. Seconded 
by Randall Wollenhaup. 
Motion carried.
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio to 
amend the Tribal Gaming 
Waiver Policy to eliminate 
#3, All individuals seeking 
a waiver for felonies must 
either be enrolled members 
of the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community or eligible for 
preference under the Tribal 
Employment Preference 
Policy Ordinance, Chapter 
54. Seconded by Joe Miller. 
Motion carried.
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
to grant a waiver to case 
number 001-JW-23. 
Seconded by Joe Miller. 
Motion carried.
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
to approve the request 
concerning the Elderly 
Hardship Lifetime Lease 
as discussed in Executive 
Session. Seconded by 
Craig Kroening Jr. Motion 
carried.
ADJOURNMENT-
Motion by Joe Miller to 
adjourn. Seconded by 
Randall Wollenhaup. 
Motion carried at 6:25 PM.

DECEMBER GM REPORT 
WITIH FINANCIALS-Tony 
Granquist, Interim GM
Motion by Joe Miller 
to accept the General 
Manager’s report along with 
the financials. Seconded 
by Sara Putnam. Motion 
carried.
CAPITAL REQUEST-Tony 
Granquist, Interim GM
Motion by Sara Putnam 
to approve the capital 
purchase for an automatic 
char broiler Nieco LLC 
Model No. MV63-2-E to 
replace the current broiler. 
Seconded by Terrie K. 
Terrio.
Motion maker amends 
motion add: to include 
monies for the broiler 
and new wiring. Second 
concurs. Motion carried.
REQUEST FOR 
APPROVAL TO SEND 
OUT BID-Tony Granquist, 
Interim GM
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
to approve the request to 
send out a request for bid 
for the Casino and Tribal I.T. 
as well as for Surveillance 
and Gaming door access 
system. Seconded by 
Randall Wollenhaup. 
Motion carried.
2023 INDIAN 
E N V I R O N M E N T A L 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM GRANT 
A P P L I C A T I O N -
Antoinette Tourtillott
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
to approve the 2023 Indian 
Environmental General 
Assistance Program Grant 
Application. Seconded 
by Randall Wollenhaup. 
Motion carried.
M A N U F A C T U R E D 
DOUBLEWIDE HOME-
Roberta Carrington, 
Inventory and Clifton 
Pecore, Facilities 
Manager
Motion by Terrie K. Terrio 
to approve bidding out 
manufactured doublewide 
home, located at W13290 
Camp 14 Round with a 
starting bid of $10,000 and 
being sold as is. Seconded 
by Craig Kroening Jr. 
Motion carried.
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Continued Progress in All Minority Communities
Van Ert Electric Company, Inc.

  Locations in: 7019 W. Stewart Ave., Wausau, WI 54401
  (715) 845-4308
  2000 Progress Way, Kaukauna, WI 54130
  (920) 766-3888
  1250 Carter Drive, Kingsford, MI 49802
  (906) 776-1122
 We fully and actively support equal opportunity for all people, regard-
   less of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or disability. 

...

715-793-4832

COME TO THE LIBRARY MUSEUM
Arvid E. Miller Memorial Library Museum

Is a great place to do research, check out a book or just come 
and have a cup of coffee? 

We have two (2) data bases filled with
Archival Stockbridge-Munsee Tribal History

•	 Photos
•	 Archival documents
•	 Books for check out and for sale
•	 Giftshop
•	 Museum
•	 Meeting Place

Come visit us today!
Open Monday through Friday

8:00-4:30 pm
Want to visit on weekend? give us a call:

715-793-4834

NNeeeedd  hheellpp  sseeccuurriinngg  eemmppllooyymmeenntt??
VVooccaattiioonnaall  RReehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn  mmiigghhtt  bbee  RRiigghhtt  ffoorr  yyoouu!!
To be eligible for VR assistance you need to meet the following requirements:

 Enrolled member of a federally or state recognized Native American tribe

 Have a physical or mental impairment that results in a substantial impediment to employment

 Reside on the Menominee Reservation or within 30 miles

 Require VR services to prepare for, secure, retain, regain or advance in employment

We have successfully placed our consumers for work at the Menominee Casino Resort, Maehnowesekiyah, Food Distribution, Sr. Verna 
Fowler Library, Headstart, Community Technology Center, Tribal Conservation, Historic Preservation, just to name a few. It’s our job to help 
our consumers find a job. 

Stop in and see us at CMN or any of our off site locations ( Stockbridge Education Department 1st Monday of the month, Shawano; 2nd 
Monday of the month, Maehnowesekiyah; 3rd Monday of the month, and Neopit– Menominee Tribal Enterprises; 3rd Tuesday of the month). 

Call or visit in person or online today to begin your referral application process
(800) 567 2344 ext. 3203

(715) 799 5600 ext. 3203

Monday– Friday (8:00 am—4:30pm)

Vocational Rehabilitation– GM 111

N172 Hwy. 47/55

Keshena, WI 54135

Vele Construction 
Lifetime guarantee!

Jeff Vele, Sr.
W13593 Putnam Lane      

Bowler, WI 54416       

  715-793-4648
(Text or leave message)
Decks, doors, windows, 
flooring, siding and soffit, 

bathroom remodeling, 
plumbing repairs.

Excellent work and reasonable 
rates! Fully Insured!
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321 Main Street ● Gresham ● 715-787-3370321 Main Street ● Gresham ● 715-787-3370

We would like to thank you for your business and We would like to thank you for your business and 
remind you, by State law, you can take your vehicle remind you, by State law, you can take your vehicle 
to the shop of your choice with only one estimate.  to the shop of your choice with only one estimate.  
We offer a discount to all tribal members and free We offer a discount to all tribal members and free 
rentals on insurance claims.rentals on insurance claims.

Proudly employing tribal members for fifteen years. Proudly employing tribal members for fifteen years. 

First National Bank
Bowler

Bowler – Wisconsin – 54416
(715) 793-5200

Bowler, WI and Tigerton, WI

Safety. Soundness. Strength.
Our basic mission
As your community bank, our basic mission is to provide 
you with a safe place to keep your money, a good place  to 
have it grow, and a trusted place to borrow it. This has never 
changed. It never will.
Strength. Safety. Soundness. We will never forget our basic 
mission. We will never forget our commitment to you!
“Here to Serve All Your Banking Needs”
Open your account today!

Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Each Depositor Insured to at least $250,000

FDICStockbridge-Munsee Family 
Family Services/Domestic Abuse

ABUSE EFFECTS THE WHOLE COMMUNITY
•  Supportive Advocacy 
•  Emergency Transporta-

tion to Shelter
•  Restraining Order Assis-

tance
•  Abuse Education
•  Information and Referral
•  Community Education
•  Education Planning
•  Forecasting
Need to talk or need support 
please Call: Client Services 

Advocate :   
 715-793-4863  
 or  715-881-0488  
 or 715-793-4780
Statewide Shelter Hot Line
800-236-7660
National Dom. Abuse Hot 
Line: 800-787-3224/800-
799-7233
N8476 Moh He Con Nuck 
P.O. 70
Bowler, WI  54416

Hot Food,
Weekly Deli 
Specials,
Car Wash,
Firewood. Gift Certificates

Pine Hills To Go

Hours
6 AM - 12 AM 

Daily
Mohican  Apparel

W12140 County Highway A
Bowler, WI 54416

715-787-4070
Pop, Chips, 
Candy & Nuts

Gas, Meds, 
Dry GoodsMills cont from pg Seven:

he co-founded Running 
Strong for American Indian 
Youth®, a national non-
profit committed to building 
the capacity of Native 
communities to overcome 
the challenges they face. 
Bowman is the acclaimed 
author of award-winning 
children’s books, including 
“Step Right Up: How Doc 
and Jim Key Taught the 
World About Kindness,” 
“Abraham Lincoln’s Dueling 
Words,” “The Sioux: The 
Past and Present of the 
Dakota, Lakota, and 
Nakota,” and more. 
Nelson, a member of the 
Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe, is the award-winning 
illustrator and author/
illustrator of numerous 
children’s books including 
“Black Elk’s Vision,” “Gift 
Horse,” “The Star People,” 
“Buffalo Bird Girl,” and 
more. 
The autobiographical 
picture book, titled “Wings 

of an Eagle: The Gold 
Medal Dreams of Billy Mills” 
will be published by Little, 
Brown Books for Young 
Readers in the summer of 
2024.
Previously, Billy’s life story 
was featured in the 1983 
film “Running Brave,” 
starring Robby Benson. 
Billy also co-authored 
“Wokini: Your Personal 
Journey to Happiness and 
Self-Understanding” with 
national best-selling author 
Nicholas Sparks. 
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