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Memorandum 

To:  Stockbridge-Munsee Tribal Members 

From: Recall Election Board 

Date:  November 18, 2016 

Re:  Recall Election Board Answers to Questions about the December 3, 2016 Recall Vote. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Recall Board wants to ensure that voters have all the information they need to understand 
the recall vote scheduled for December 3.  Most of this information has already appeared in the 
notification of the recall election posted on the Tribe’s website on November 17.  Below are 
answers to questions we have received.  

1. When and where is the recall vote? What will be on the ballot? 

 The recall vote will occur on Saturday, December 3, 2016.  Polls will be open from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. at the Tribal Office Building located at N8476 Mohheconnuck Road, Bowler, 
Wisconsin.  The voting will be in person and by secret ballot, like for other Tribal votes.  
People eligible to vote in a regular Tribal election can vote.  The recall ballot will ask the 
voter to separately vote “yes” or “no” to recall each of the four Council members (not all of 
whom are still on Council) who are the subject of the vote. 

2. What is the basis under Tribal law to have a recall vote (also known as a recall 
election)?  

Recalls are authorized under Article V, Section 2 of the Tribe’s Constitution, which states:  

 The members of the Stockbridge-Munsee Community shall have power to remove 
Council members through a recall election.  The Tribal Council shall not have 
jurisdiction over the recall election process.  The recall election process shall be 
conducted in accordance with the following procedures:  

a) the petitioners shall form an election board consisting of five members to 
oversee and conduct the recall election process;  

b) upon receipt of a petition signed by at least one-third of the number of those 
voting in the last general election, it shall be the duty of the recall election 
board to certify the validity of the signatures on the recall petitions, and to call 
for an election to be held not more than thirty days from the submission of the 
recall petition;  

c) individual petitions shall be circulated for each Council member who is 
subject to recall. 
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3. How many signatures were required to trigger a recall vote?  How many signatures 
were obtained for each of the Council members subject to recall? 

 The “last general election” as of the time the petitions were started was October 2015, and 
the  total number of registered voters was 450.  Therefore, the minimum number of required 
voter signatures to trigger a recall vote is 150.  The total number of signatures obtained for 
each of the Council members subject to the recall petitions were above the 150 needed:    

 

 
4. What did the petitions to recall these four Council members say?  

See attached images of the text that appeared on each of the four petitions.  

5. What is the process by which the recall petitions were gathered?  

 Certain Tribal members drafted the recall petitions beginning in late September and began 
circulating them to Tribal Members believed to be eligible to vote for signature.  Thereafter,   
certain Tribal members convened as a Recall Board to review the signed petitions in person 
in early November 2016.  The Board members compared the name and member number of 
each person who signed the petitions with the official member roll maintained by the 
Enrollment Department to confirm voter eligibility.  Each Board member individually 
reviewed each petition signature and confirmed the count on each petition.  All Board 
members agreed as to the totals.  Enrollment Department staff also confirmed the names and 
counts.  The Board then certified the petitions and called for the recall election.   

6. Will the Recall Board publicly post the names of the people who signed the recall 
petitions, or post copies of the signed petitions?  

 No.  Tribal law neither requires nor authorizes the Board to do that.        

7. Who is currently on the Recall Election Board?  

 Members include Mary Miller, Jayci Malone, Kim Pecore, Maggie Bennett, and CJ 
Komanekin, with Tara Moderson as an alternate.    

8. What rules apply to the conduct of the recall vote?  

 A Recall Board traditionally follows the Tribe’s Election Ordinance as much as possible to 
conduct the actual vote.  For that purpose, the Recall Board sits as the Election Board, 
although the Recall Board is not formed by the Council like a regular Election Board.   

Joe Miller:  171 Douglas Huck:  170 

JoAnn Schedler:  160 Jeremy Mohawk:  159 
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9. How are people being informed about the recall vote?  

 Many Tribal members saw and signed the recall petitions.  Notice has also been posted on 
the Tribe’s website and in all Tribal buildings.  Information will also appear in the next 
edition of the Tribal newspaper.  The Board has additionally asked the Tribe to send 
postcards to all eligible voters.  Each of the Council members affected by the recall vote has 
been served with notice of the recall petitions by the Tribal Police Chief. 

10. What happens if some or all of the Tribal Council members in the recall vote are 
recalled? 

The next steps are laid out under Article V of the Tribe’s Constitution, which states:  

Sec. 3 – No Council member recalled or removed shall be eligible to run or hold 
office for four (4) years from the date of removal from office. 

Sec. 4 – If a Council member should die, resign, or be removed from office, under 
either Section 1 or Section 2 of this Article, the Tribal Council shall declare the 
position  vacant.  The Tribal Council shall fill a vacancy by special election unless 
less than ninety (90) days remain in the term, in which case the Tribal Council 
shall leave the position vacant.  The person who fills the vacant position shall 
only serve out the term of the person being replaced.  

11. I have heard about court challenges related to the results of the October 2016 regular 
election.  Is the recall vote related to that? 

No, the two issues are separate.  The recall vote will proceed regardless of the results of any 
challenges to the October 2016 election and regardless of who gets seated on Council. 

12. What if a Council member who is up for recall is no longer in office as of the date of the 
recall vote?  

The recall ballot will still include that person’s name even if the person is no longer in office 
as of the date of the recall vote. The Recall Board takes the position that it has a 
constitutional duty to call for the vote required in the recall petitions, regardless of any 
changes in a Council member’s status after the petition is received.   

 







CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE 

STOCKBRIDGE-MUNSEE COMMUNITY 

WISCONSIN 

APPROVED NOVEMBER 18, 1937 

On September 20, 2016, Tribal Vice President Douglas William Huck, along with several 

other elected members of the Tribal Council acted with malice and total disregard for the 

"Oath of Office" that I swore I would defend the Constitution of the Stockbridge-Munsee 

Community. By making the motion and supporting the "Motion to accept the enrollment 

applications and approved for enrollment Wayne Murphy, Bernard "Raymond" Murphy, 

Jim Murphy, Mike Murphy, Irvin Murphy, Jr. and Gary Murphy". Seconded by Jeremy 

Mohawk. Roll Call: Scott no, JoAnn yes, Janet abstain, Jeremy yes and Joe yes. This is in 

direct opposition of the Enrollment Committee's recommendation not to enroll this 

Murphy Family for lack of¼ Indian blood, as this tribe's Constitution requires. Then on 

October 4th
, 2016 the following motion was made and passed, "Motion by Joe Miller to 

recognize Leila Bowman Murphy as full blood enrolled Stockbridge-Munsee. Seconded by 

Jeremy Mohawk, Roll Call: Doug yes, Joann yes, Janet abstain, Jeremy yes and Joe yes." 

Both of these actions was against the recommendation of the enrollment committee and 

against the Stockbridge Munsee Tribe's Constitution; as enrolled members we sign to havE 

Douglas William Huck recalled from his seat as an elected member of the Stockbridge

Munsee Community. 






